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Executive Summary

This memorandum contains a report on three bills of County interest that the 112th
Congress cleared for the President's signature before adjourning on January 2, 2013:

. Uninterrupted Scholars Act (5. 3472), a County-supported bill, which amends the

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act to improve the access of child welfare
agencies to the educational records of children under their care and protection.

. Protect Our Kids Act (H.R. 6655), which would establish the Commission to
Eliminate Child Abuse and Neglect Fatalities to study and develop a national strategy
and recommendations for reducing fatalities resulting from child abuse and neglect.

. Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Reauthorization Act (H.R. 6672), which
reauthorizes the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Program and Hospital
Preparedness Program through which the County currently receives direct formula
grants.
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Adjournment of 112th Session of Congress

The 112th Session of Congress adjourned on January 2,2013, leaving major unfinished
business to the 113th Congress, which began on January 4, 2013. While the 112th

Congress enacted legislation (HR. 8) to avert most of the fiscal cliff, it also left a number
of major fiscal issues, which must be addressed in the first three months of 2013,
including Hurricane Sandy disaster relief, a Federal debt ceiling increase, and the
completion of Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2013 appropriations, and roughly $85 billion in
across-the-board sequestration spending cuts which H.R. 8 postponed to March 1, 2013.
Moreover, the FFY 2013 Continuing Resolution, which temporarily funds Federal
programs and operations, including the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
Program, will expire at the end of March.

In addition to delaying the imposition of FFY 2013 sequestration cuts by two months,
H.R. 8, the fiscal cliff bill, also reduced the FFY 2013 sequestration cuts by $24 billion to
roughly $85 billion to reflect the fact that Federal agencies would only have seven months
rather than nine months to implement the sequester before the end of FFY 2013.

However, because Congress has not yet finalized FFY 2013 appropriations, the ultimate
impact of sequestration cuts on individual programs remains uncertain.

Legislation of County Interest Pending the President's Signature

Shortly before adjourning, the 112th Congress cleared the following three bills of County
interest for the signature of the President, who expected to sign them into law:

Uninterrupted Scholars Act (5. 3472): This County-supported bill amends the Family

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) to facilitate the access of child welfare
agencies to the educational records of children under their care and protection. Improved
access to school records will help child welfare agencies, such as the County's, to better
address the educational needs and improve educational outcomes for children in the
child welfare system. Under current FERPA provisions, when a court order authorizes
the release of a child's school records, the child's parents must be notified by the
educational agency as well as through the court proceeding. The bill will simplify and
expedite the transfer of school records to child welfare agencies by eliminating this
requirement when a parent already is a part to court proceedings involving such a court
order and child abuse and neglect or dependency matters. Representative Karen Bass
sponsored the companion House bill to S. 3472 on behalf of the Congressional Caucus
on Foster Youth, which she co-chairs.

Protect Our Kids Act (H.R. 6655): This bill establishes a 12-member Commission to
Eliminate Child Abuse and Neglect Fatalities, which is to conduct a study on the use of
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federally-funded child welfare services to reduce fatalities resulting from child abuse and
neglect and to develop a national strategy and recommendations for reducing such

fatalities. The President would appoint six Commission members while the other six
members would be appointed by Congressional leaders. According to the Department of
Health and Human Services, in FFY 2011, states reported that 1,545 children died from
abuse and neglect of whom 81.6 percent were younger than 4 years old.

Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Reauthorization Act (H.R. 6672): This bill
reauthorizes the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act through FFY 2017. The
County is one of only four local jurisdictions that receive direct formula grants through the
Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) Program and Hospital Preparedness
Program (HHP), which are authorized under this Act. The authorization for PHEP and
HPP expired at the end of FFY 2011, but approximately $641.6 million was appropriated
for PHEP and $351.6 millon for HPP in FFY 2012. Under H.R. 6672, $641.9 million a
year would be authorized for PHEP and $374.7 million a year for HPP through FFY 2017,
and the County would continue to be eligible to receive direct PHP and HPP grants. The
County received $20.06 million in PHEP funding and $10.61 million in HPP funding.

We will continue to keep you advised.
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c: All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist

NlWashington DC Updates 2013/wash 010713_2


